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Safeguarding Update  

Safeguarding encompasses all parts of looking after children and ensuring their 

wellbeing. This includes appropriate clothing for all weathers. Now that we are 

in the later part of Autumn, please pack a coat every day for your child. As the 

weather cools further, winter accessories such as hats, scarves and gloves are 

encouraged, as children will still be playing outdoors every day. Thank you.      

Curriculum News – New Information  

Many thanks to The Friends Association who funded the mobile farm visit 

earlier this week. Everyone in school enjoyed meeting the animals and hearing 

about daily life on a farm. These kinds of practical experiences make learning 

more memorable, or ‘stickier’, enabling children to remember more 

information and build their knowledge. Children in Reception will be learning 

more about Food and Farms through this half term.   

Year 1 children will be enjoying a drama workshop on Florence Nightingale  

from Open Box Theatre on 16th November. This will be linked to their History 

lessons.  

Year 2 children performed beautifully in their poetry recital before half term. 

Congratulations to Lily Curtis, who won first prize and to Freya Gibbs, Jack 

Shepherd and Isobel Garrod who received ‘Commended’ certificates. 

In terms of day to day events, Oak Class will move this half term to Library and 

Dance Club each Monday, while Beech Year 1 take their turn in Forest Schools. 

Reception children will also have weekly Forest School sessions. Year 2 will 

continue to access library books each Thursday. Year 1 and Year 2 Storytimes 

will also continue each week (Wednesday lunchtime for Year 2 and Thursday 
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lunchtime for Year 1). The Reception carousel will continue. This means that 

four afternoons each week, all Reception children are taught one lesson in 

Beech Class, one in Sycamore Class and have one learning-through-play session 

outdoors. The Year 1 carousel will also continue, with children being taught all 

subjects except Maths, Literacy and Science in small groups each Tuesday, 

Wednesday, Thursday and Friday afternoon.  

Year 1 children are continuing to read three times each week in class and will 

be taking their book home each Friday. Hopefully they are then confident and 

eager to read this at home. Year 2 children are now either reading 

independently on book bands or continuing with the Phase 5 Little Wandle 

books in class. There are several reading interventions taking place in Year 2 

this half term, to support children’s fluency as they graduate from Little 

Wandle onto independent reading.       

 

 School Attendance – Update  

A reminder that every day in school is important. Farncombe School is a 

nurturing, inspiring and fun place where all children are well looked after. Help 

your child become a HERO: Here Everyday, Ready and On time  

Attendance this term so far is 95.3%. Well done everyone! 

 

Special Event: Remembrance  - New Information  

On Friday 11th November, all children will be involved in creating a path of 

poppies to mark Remembrance Day. We have a simple poppy poem which all 

children will learn. Year 2 children will start to sell poppies next week. If you 

would like your child to buy a poppy to wear in school, please put a small 

donation (up to £1) in an envelope in your child’s bookbag. Thank you to Art 

Subject Leader, Bec Turner, for organising poppy artwork.   
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Special Event: Values Day – New Information 

The following Friday, 18th November, will be our Values Day. This will be an 

opportunity for all children to grow their understanding of our school values. 

Each teacher will lead an activity based on one of the values and children will 

visit each class, with their TA, to participate in these. Many thanks to Bianca 

O’Neill, RE Subject Leader, for organising this special event.  

 

Cost of Living Support: Sharing Shelf  - New Information 

In the foyer by the school office there is now a ‘sharing shelf’. Parents, staff 

and governors are encouraged to donate an item of non perishable food or 

toiletries. This can then be available for any school family facing financial 

difficulties. Please only take one item when you visit the shelf, but feel free to 

visit regularly.  
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Diary Dates 

November 

3rd & 8th  Parent-Teacher Meetings, 2.30 – 5pm * 

11th   Remembrance Artwork and Donations ** 

12th   Messy Church, 3pm 

16th   Year 1 Openbox Drama Workshop – Florence Nightingale 

18th  Values Day ** 

 

Nativities: YR Tuesday 6th,  Y1 Friday 9th,  Y2 Tuesday 13th  (times TBC, one parent 

per child please.)  

2022- 2023 INSET Days: 10th February, 17th April, 26th May  

 Newsletters are generally published fortnightly, but if there is a lot of news one month, 

there may be an extra one.  

There will be many more special events later this term. Plenty of notice will be provided for 

each one.  *=Parents invited, **= More information to follow 

I am available at the playground gate at least 3 times each week and would like to talk to 

you all. Please do feel free to come and ask questions or share information.   

Thank you, Andrea Simonsson, Headteacher 

www.farncombe.surrey.sch.uk  

Instagram: @farncombe_infants  
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