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Harvest Celebrations  

Congratulations to the twelve Year 2 pupils who sang beautifully at St John’s 

Church last Sunday. The next opportunity to sing at St John’s will be in March 

2023 for Mothering Sunday. Thank you to James Rattue for inviting us into 

these church services.   

Safeguarding Update – New Information 

We have a strong safeguarding culture at school, with low level concerns taken 

seriously and support swiftly actioned. This includes behaviour around the 

school site. I am very pleased to be able to report that Reception children have 

shown great improvements in the past two weeks and are now almost all able 

to follow our school rules almost all the time. We are reminding them every 

day to ‘Look after Everyone and Everything’ and that ‘We are always Kind and 

Helpful.’ 

Behaviour in Year 1 and Year 2 has been excellent, with kindness and good self-

control seen from all classes. Children are encouraged to say ‘Stop I don’t like 

it’ in uncomfortable situations and are taught to immediately stop if they hear 

this from a friend.       

Curriculum News – Update  

Many thanks to all who helped make today’s Reception Tour and Tea a 

success. Reception parents are invited to complete a questionnaire based on 

this and induction thus far into school. Please find this attached to this 

newsletter.  

Year 1 children will be participating in local walks next week as part of their 

Geography curriculum this term. They have a drama workshop booked for 16th 

November, linked to their History lessons. 
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Year 2 children are invited to prepare for a poetry recital on Thursday 20th 

October. Poems to be read (they do not need to be memorised) should be 

handed in to the school office by Monday 17th  October. This is an optional 

event but is hoped that most Year 2 children will take the opportunity to 

participate. A selection of poetry books are available in the foyer by the school 

office if inspiration is needed.  

 Consultation on Admission Reduction -  New Information      

There are fewer children living in the local area than in previous years and 

schools have been asked to respond in a proactive way to this new context. As 

our site is relatively small and we have a small school caring and nurturing 

ethos, it is logical for Farncombe to slightly reduce our PAN (Pupil Admission 

Number). The proposal is to reduce to 30 in each year, beginning with YR in 

2024. The change, if approved, will not affect any current pupils or those due 

to start school next year. Parents, staff and all those living in the local 

community are invited to participate in a consultation on this possible change, 

which will be emailed from Surrey County Council.   

School Attendance – Update  

A reminder that every day in school is important. A small minority (shrinking 

every day…) of children find separating from parents distressing, but all are 

engaged in activities and looking cheerful just a few minutes later. Farncombe 

School is a nurturing, inspiring and fun place where all children are well looked 

after. The school office are always happy to take calls from parents if the 

morning separation was difficult, to provide an update and offer support.  

Attendance this term so far is 95.3%. Congratulations to Reception who have 

the best attendance to date, at 97% – well done!  
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Movie Night   - New Information   

Many thanks to The Friends Association who are organising a Movie Night on 

Friday 14th. This will take place from 2.15pm onwards, so normal pick up 

routines will apply. Please arrange for your child to bring in a teddy to 

accompany them in the audience.  

 

Diary Dates  

October 

13th   Emotional Health Support: Workshop for Parents*  

14th   School Photographs (Individuals and Siblings) 

20th   Year 2 Poetry Recital  

24th   Half Term Break  

31st   INSET 

November 

3rd & 8th  Parent-Teacher Meetings, 2.30 – 5pm * 

16th   Year 1 Openbox Drama Workshop – Florence Nightingale 

18th  Values Day **   

2022- 2023 INSET Days: 31st October, 10th February, 17th April, 26th May  

 Newsletters are generally published fortnightly, but if there is a lot of news one month, 

there may be an extra one.  

There will be many more special events later this term. Plenty of notice will be provided for 

each one.  *=Parents invited, **= More information to follow 

I am available at the playground gate at least 3 times each week and would like to talk to 

you all. Please do feel free to come and ask questions or share information.   

Thank you, Andrea Simonsson, Headteacher 
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www.farncombe.surrey.sch.uk  

Instagram: @farncombe_infants  
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