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End Points in History  
 

The table below shows how the knowledge learned in each year is consolidated and further 
developed in the following year. Such careful sequencing of key facts (substantive knowledge) 
and skills (declarative knowledge) enables our pupils to know more, do more and remember 

more. 

We build retrieval activities into each unit to help the children practice recalling knowledge 
and vocabulary. This helps keep knowledge ‘warm’ and accessible. 

This table does not show the activities children will be involved in, or the full range of 
vocabulary and skills taught. Please refer to separate documents for this information. The 

information below is the substantive knowledge we expect them to transfer into their long term 
memories, as building blocks for future learning.  

Reception Year 1 Year 2 
My Family  
 
Know the names of key family 
members and their 
relationships 
 
 
Be able to recall a fact about a 
family member 
 
 
 
Understand the order of family 
births (ie. how grandma was 
born first, then mum, then me) 
 
 
Understand that families are all 
unique and special 

Florence Nightingale and Mary 
Seacole 
Know the names and birth 
dates of Florence and Mary (eg. 
Florence was born in Florence 
in 1820) 
 
Know that Florence was skilled 
in Maths (Rose data image) as 
an inspiring fact.  
 
 
Know that Florence became a 
nurse in Crimean War 
Know that she reformed 
hospitals, improving hygiene  
 
Understand that hospitals now 
are cleaner and safer, thanks to 
the reforms of Florence and 
Mary 
 
Appreciate that Florence and 
Mary are famous for the 
significance of the changes they 
made. 
 
Know that Mary Seacole faced 
discrimination and that we 
work against this today.   
 

The Edwardians  
 
Know the names King Edward 
VII, Queen Victoria, Queen 
Elizabeth and King Charles  
Know that Farncombe School 
was built in the Edwardian era, 
from 1901 - 1910. 
 
 
 
 
Know how Edwardian schools 
operated (separate education 
for boys and girls, rows, the 
cane, slate boards, stricter rules) 
Know that many local houses 
are Edwardian but have been 
modernised with improved 
heating and appliances 
 
Understand that Florence and 
Mary lived before the 
Edwardian era.  
 
 
Appreciate how technology and 
equality have developed since 
Edwardian times. 
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Toys in the Past 
Know that life has changed and 
that ‘the past’ is how we talk 
about times before now. 
 
Know that children lived before 
them. 
 
 
Appreciate that the past can be 
explored through first hand 
accounts (listening to others) 
and through secondary 
information such as books and 
pictures. 
 
Know that toys have changed 
over time. 
 
 
 
 
Know two facts about lego: the 
bricks were invented in 
Denmark and the first ones 
were wooden.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Know that ipads were not 
invented when their parents 
were children and that digital 
toys are a recent invention.  
 

Transport  
Know that transport includes 
vehicles with wheels and/or 
engines. 
 
Know that wheels were 
invented thousands of years 
ago. 
 
Appreciate that cars were new 
in Edwardian times and only 
owned by a small number of 
people – this is why the houses 
around school do not have 
driveways. 
 
Appreciate that trains have 
changed over the (approx.) 200 
years since they were invented, 
from steam to electric.  
 
Know that early flight was very 
dangerous and that the 
pioneers of early planes 
changed the world.  
 
 
Know two facts about Amelia 
Earhart (through Brooklands 
visit) 
 
Understand that transport is a 
type of technology and always 
developing.  
 

Explorers  
Know that there have been 
explorers through human 
history.  
 
Know that ‘History’ is a Greek 
word meaning ‘Investigation’. 
 
 
Know that European explorers 
‘discovered’ the Americas and 
Australia, and met with the  
indigenous populations. 
 
 
 
Appreciate that exploring was 
exciting but also dangerous and 
demanding. 
 
 
 
Know which places Christopher 
Columbus, Captain Cook and 
Marco Polo ‘discovered’ and 
the modes of transport and 
technology used.  
Know three facts about Scott’s 
expedition to the South Pole. 
 
 
Understand that exploration is 
continuing, through space 
travel.  
 

The Queen King 
 
Know that King Charles III 
became king in 2022.  
 
 
Appreciate that the royal family 
began with William I and have 
ruled England for over 1000 
years.  
 

Holidays in the Past  
 
Know that a holiday is a time 
away from work or school. 
 
 
Appreciate that holidays are a 
recent invention for most 
families. 
 
 

The Great Fire of London 
 
Know the key dates of the 
Great Fire of London: 
September 1666. 
 
Appreciate buildings in London 
changed as a result of the fire.  
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Know that King Charles took 
the throne when his mother, 
Queen Elizabeth II died.  
 
 
 
Know that a king or queen are 
responsible for their country.  
 
 
 
 
Know the names of the royal 
palaces: Buckingham Palace, 
Windsor Castle, Balmoral 
 
 
Know that King Charles is 
passionate about environmental 
care and see this as a link to 
royalty. 
 
(NB. Until 2022, this unit was 
‘The Queen’.  
It is to be further developed 
when information about the 
coronation etc. is revealed in 
2023!) 
 
 

Know that travel abroad was 
not available for most families 
until two generations ago. 
 
 
 
Know how Edwardians took 
holidays – a number of days at a 
seaside resort in the UK. 
 
 
 
Know the names of key seaside 
resorts; Brighton, Eastbourne, 
Weston Super Mare. 
 
 
Know the benefits of fresh air 
and exercise (ie. walks on the 
promanade) as attract parts of 
holidays for Edwardians. 
 
Know that bathing machines 
were used to avoid undressing 
on beaches.  
 

Know that London was much 
smaller pre 1666 and that many 
buildings were wooden and 
close together.  
 
 
Know that modern fire fighting 
equipment was not yet invented 
and this meant controlling and 
stopping the fire was more 
difficult.  
 
Know that Samuel Pepys 
documented the fire and that 
we can find out about it by 
reading his diaries.  
 
Know that the River Thames 
was key in rescuing residents 
from the fire in boats, and that 
the death toll was very low. 
 
Know that leather buckets were 
used to transport water and the 
problems with these.  
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