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Harvest Celebrations – Reminder from Last Week  

Harvest is our first church event of the year. We will be thanking God for food 

and His wonderful world. All children are asked to bring a donation for the 

Godalming food bank to their harvest service on Monday 26th September. They 

will process down the aisle at St John’s and present their offering to James and 

myself. A can of food, packet of pasta, rice, tea or biscuits is ideal. Many thanks 

in advance for these donations. 

In addition to our school harvest services, Year 2 children are invited to sing at 

St John’s Church at 10am on Sunday 2nd October when the church hold their 

harvest celebrations. This is a lovely tradition and a great way to demonstrate 

the strong links we have with St John’s Church. The service will be short 

(usually just under one hour) and very family friendly.  

If your Year 2 child would like to sing at St John’s, please complete the form 

attached to Newsletter 2.  

Safeguarding Update – New Information 

We have a strong safeguarding culture at school, with low level concerns taken 

seriously and support swiftly actioned. This includes behavior around the 

school site. Children are taught to follow our school rules and to love their 

neighbour. Our first school rule is ‘We are always kind and Helpful.’ This is a 

frequent reason for children to earn golden leaves and is a great school rule to 

reinforce and apply at home. Children in infant schools are very young and will, 

at times, make mistakes and act impulsively. They may fail to read body 

language or facial expressions that indicate their friends do not like the game 

being played. Children are encouraged to say ‘Stop I don’t like it’ in this 

situation and are taught to immediately stop if they hear this from a friend.       
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Earlybirds  - Reminder this term 

It has been lovely to see some new YR children join Earlybirds and wonderful 

to see the older Year 1 and Year 2 acting as good role models and helpers. 

Earlybirds is a drop-in childcare service, open to all Farncombe families from 

8am in the school hall. Earlybirds is run by our TAs and costs £4 a day. There is 

no need to book in advance, just come along. We look forward to seeing you 

there!  

Curriculum News – Reminder from Last Week 

Reception children have settled well into school and feel proud of themselves 

in their new grown up setting. Reception parents are invited into school at 

2pm on Friday 7th October for a school tour led by their child, followed by a cup 

of tea and chat with other parents in the school hall. This ‘tour and tea’ is the 

first time we have held this event, linking in to the children’s learning about 

‘My Family’.   

Year 1 children will be participating in local walks as part of their Geography 

curriculum this term. More information will follow from class teachers.  

Year 2 children are invited to prepare for a poetry recital on Thursday 20th 

October. Poems to be read (they do not need to be memorised) should be 

handed in to the school office by Monday 17th  October. This is an optional 

event but is hoped that most Year 2 children will take the opportunity to 

participate. A selection of poetry books are available in school if inspiration is 

needed.  

 School Parking – Reminder this term      

A reminder that Grays Road is residents’ only parking. Please avoid upsetting 

our school neighbours, by parking by the station or on roads just round the 

corner from school. Thank you. 
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School Attendance – Update  

A reminder that every day in school is important. A small minority of children 

find separating from parents distressing, but all are engaged in activities and 

looking cheerful just a few minutes later. Farncombe School is a nurturing, 

inspiring and fun place where all children are well looked after. The school 

office are always happy to take calls from parents if the morning separation 

was difficult, to provide an update and offer support.  

Attendance this term so far is 96.1%. This is a ‘personal/school best’ for the 

year – well done!  

Emotional Health  - New Information   

There is a minority of children finding the morning separation from home-

school challenging. There are also some children who are anxious or angry at 

home. Possibly these difficulties have been compounded by covid, with their 

early steps into independence stymied by lockdowns and social restrictions. To 

help support parents and children with healthy emotional development, a 

short workshop will take place on Thursday 13th October at 9.10. All parents 

are welcome, with no need to book in advance.    

School Lunches – Reminder this term      

A reminder that school lunches should contain three or four items. Boxes with 

more items can lead to distress, with children sometimes feeling pressure to 

eat more than needed during the time allocated. An ideal packed lunch 

contains a sandwich/wrap/roll, a pot of fruit and a third item such as a yogurt 

or biscuit. Please note that chocolate or crisps should not be included. All 

lunches must be nut-free. Thank you. 
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Reception and Year 1 Organisation – New Information      

Thank you to the parents who attended the Reception Welcome Meeting 

yesterday. The teaching team in Reception are doing a brilliant job and have 

organised shared activities and the curriculum in just the right way. All three 

Reception teachers have taught mixed Year 1/Reception classes before and 

have all kinds of clever methods ready to support individuals and groups. There 

is a special Reception playtime each morning before assembly and the children 

from Beech and Sycamore have the full afternoon together each day, during 

which the children are all taught one lesson from each Reception teacher (in 

Beech and Sycamore classrooms) and spend time in the Sycamore outdoor 

learning area.  

The Year 1 carousel is off to a great start, with children from Beech and Oak 

receiving eight lessons each week, in groups of approximately eleven.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

‘Let all you do be done in love’ is our guiding vision for our speech, deeds and thoughts.                                                                                                                                                                     

This enables us to create a nurturing and inspiring environment in which everyone can have life in all its fullness.                                                                                                                     

Farncombe Church of England Infant School: Inspiration, Imagination, Individuality. 

 

Diary Dates  

September  

26th   School Harvest Services (please supply donation for food bank) 

28th   Friends Association Scooterthon** 

29th   Year 2 Welcome Meeting for Parents, 9.10 (hall)*  

October 

2nd   St John’s Church Harvest: Year 2 invited to sing*  

7th   Reception Tour and Tea, 2pm* 

13th   Emotional Health Support: Workshop for Parents* **  

14th   School Photographs (Individuals and Siblings) 

20th   Year 2 Poetry Recital  

 

2022- 2023 INSET Days: 31st October, 10th February, 17th April, 26th May  

 Newsletters are generally published fortnightly, but if there is a lot of news one month, 

there may be an extra one.  

There will be many more special events later this term. Plenty of notice will be provided for 

each one.  *=Parents invited, **= More information to follow 

I am available at the playground gate at least 3 times each week and would like to talk to 

you all. Please do feel free to come and ask questions or share information.   

Thank you, Andrea Simonsson, Headteacher 

www.farncombe.surrey.sch.uk  

Instagram: @farncombe_infants  
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