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Welcome! 

It has been wonderful to welcome our Year 1 and 2 children back into school 

today. We have spent time today hearing about their adventures over the 

holidays and discussing the exciting plans we have in store for the year ahead. 

We all look forward to seeing the new Reception children again next week. 

  

Newsletters  

Eagle-eyed parents will have noticed the change in design for this newsletter. 

This is in response to a comment made in the parental questionnaire in July. As 

many parents will be reading this information on a phone or tablet screen, it 

seems sensible to adjust the text to one column, to make this more user-

friendly. As always, I welcome feedback on this change. 

 

Safeguarding Update 

Yesterday, all staff participated in a briefing on the new statutory document, 

Keeping Children Safe in Education 2022. The document guides our 

safeguarding practice here in school and informs our Safeguarding and Child 

Protection Policy. All staff are responsible for safeguarding, which includes site 

security, children’s behavior and their general well-being. The Designated 

Safeguarding Lead is Andrea Simonsson and the Deputy Designated 

Safeguarding Lead is Kate Thomas. Parents are always welcome to speak to me 

or Kate regarding any aspect of safeguarding.       
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School Values  

We have six school values which are driven by our school vision. These are 

Hope, Friendship, Endurance, Compassion, Thankfulness and Trust. Each value 

has an associated prayer. On a half termly basis, we shine a special light on one 

of the values to explore it in more detail. This year there are designated Year 2 

‘Values Champions’ who will be helping to lead the value in school. These 

children were nominated by their peers at the end of Year 1. For our first value 

of the year, we have Lily-Rose Solway, Chester Morgan and Millie Penney who 

will be helping to demonstrate Hope in school.    

  

Curriculum News 

There were many improvements made to the school curriculum last year. 

Some of these will now be embedded this year, others just began and will 

develop over the next few months. All staff are constantly striving to provide 

an inspirational curriculum, in which all children can have their individual 

needs met and explore their imagination and that of others. This involves 

keeping things fresh and staying abreast of new developments in educational 

research.  

The biggest change made last year was in adopting Little Wandle as our 

reading scheme. This has been transformational in the children’s learning. 

Many thanks to The Friends Association who provided thousands of pounds of 

funding to enable us to buy all the books needed. Your child’s teacher will 

provide more details of how the brilliant scheme is used in your child’s class.  

Our handwriting language has been updated, to link into Little Wandle. This is 

attached and is also available on the school website.    
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Staff News 

There are no new teachers at Farncombe this term, but we are pleased to 

welcome a new student; Katherine Warner, who will be training in Apple Class. 

Just like Jasmin Barton last year, Katherine will be training with the Godalming 

Learning Partnership and Winchester University to achieve qualified teacher 

status.   

 

School Attendance  

A reminder that every day in school is important. Hopefully the disruption of 

covid is now largely behind us and we can all enjoy consistent teaching and 

learning for every child every day. Last term overall attendance was 94.7%, 

which is lower than pre-covid years. Please work in partnership with school to 

help this figure return to the usual 96% or above.     

 

Special Event: Year 2 Opportunity  

Year 2 pupils have the opportunity to become Collective Worship Leaders. The 

role involves meeting with me every fortnight and helping to lead and evaluate 

assemblies. Collective Worship Leaders often help other children to learn a 

prayer, or take part in drama to help children engage with a bible story. Any 

Year 2 children who are interested in this opportunity are encouraged to write 

me a letter of application. (They might like to say that they like assemblies and 

want to help to make them even better.) I would appreciate all letters being 

received by Friday 9th September please, so that we can meet for the first time 

on Monday 12th.  
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Diary Dates  

September  

5th – 8th New Reception Induction Visits  

9th   All Reception start school  

10th   Messy Church at St Johns, 3pm – all welcome  

15th   Year 1 Welcome Meeting for Parents, 9.10 (hall) 

22nd   Reception Welcome Meeting for Parents, 9.10 (hall) 

28th   Friends Association Scooterthon 

29th   Year 2 Welcome Meeting for Parents, 9.10 (hall)  

 

 Newsletters are generally published fortnightly, but if there is a lot of news one month, 

there may be an extra one.  

There will be many more special events later this term. Plenty of notice will be provided for 

each one.  

I am available at the playground gate at least 3 times each week and would like to talk to 

you all. Please do feel free to come and ask questions or share information.   

www.farncombe.surrey.sch.uk  

Instagram: @farncombe_infants  
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