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Intent; 

Our vision is that all children will engage in a musical curriculum that develops their learning 

and results in children having improved well-being, benefiting the development of their 

cognitive skills, and supporting their needs in literacy, numeracy, listening and responding. 

“Music has the power of forming character and should therefore be introduced into the 

education of the young”. Aristotle. 

The national curriculum for Music aims to ensure that all pupils are taught to; 

 Use their voices expressively and creatively by singing songs and speaking chants ad 

rhymes 

 Play tuned and untuned instruments musically 

 Listen with concentration and understanding to a range of high-quality live and recorded 

music 

 Experiment with, create, select and combine sounds using the interrelated dimensions of 

music. 

Implementation; 

All children will have access to a clear and comprehensive 30-minute music lesson per week. 

They will all have access to ongoing singing practices weekly as a class or whole school. 

Children in reception have access to a range of percussion instruments which they can self-

select encouraging them to explore and create signs during free play activities. 

Guitar lessons are offered for key stage one, year one and year two children from Autumn 2 

2022  a term of whole class recorder lessons will be trialled through our new music provider 

Charanga. 
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All children have regular opportunities for developing their singing voices during assembly. 

They also have available times throughout each term to perform to an audience; class 

assemblies, harvest service, Christmas nativities and carol singing, Easter performances, end of 

term and special occasion celebrations. 

In previous years we sang to the old folks' day centre and had a choir involved in the 

Godalming Music festival. We are looking for opportunities post covid. 

The music lead also offers ideas for standalone lessons related to our topic eg; BBC Teach Jack 

and the Beanstalk from our growing topic and traditional tales, Music and movement for EYFS, 

rain and thunder, orchestra music time to align with our nursery rhymes and weather topic. 

Progression across year groups; 

Charanga has an in-built progress and knowledge organiser for all year groups, link is available 

via the music section of our school website. 

The year is split into 5 units. Each unit follows the same main areas, of listening, musical 

activities and perform and share. Through each of these areas children are taught about beats, 

pulses, rhythms, musical notes, pitch and tone.  

Each unit progresses the children further along to develop their understanding by asking them 

to do more within the lesson. The end of unit performances from unit’s 1-5 show progress of 

the children’s knowledge understanding and enjoyment. 

Each child is also targeted with direct questioning about musical vocabulary and they also have 

opportunities to feed back their own evaluation.  

Impact;  

The Charanga scheme of work enables all pupils to progress rapidly, to know more about music 
and to build their skills using percussion instruments, their bodies and voices. 

In addition to these lessons, children listen to classical music each week, as part of our cultural 
capital provision. 

Children are all capable of accessing confidence to performance to an audience in and out of 
school. They feel that the musical instruments are to enjoy and to enhance their lessons. 

If you were to walk into a music lesson at Farncombe Infant School you would see; 
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Pupil Voice; 

Year R pupil; “I like the sounds and songs that we play in the classroom. It was fun being in a 

band!” 

Year 1 pupil; “Playing with instruments is good fun, I like playing along with the song.” 

Year 2 pupil; “I love how music makes you feel, if I make a mistake it blends in with the music 

and we can all still play”. 

Staff Voice; “Music express was a good start for music, it was thorough and taught the 

children how to build on their skills, we had fun with the ukulele group teaching area of 

learning; however, Charanga seems to be more innovative and interactive using a blend of 

modern and classical pieces of music to help the children’s knowledge grow. I’m looking 

forward to trialling it and exploring the recorder scheme and the PowerPoints to help children 

move more during their music lessons.” 

 

Successes in 2019-2022; 

Singing Club 

Over the past three years, Singing Club has provided a weekly half hour session after school for 

a group of between 12-16 children, with the current cohort now in Y2. Fun songs, singing 

games, and chants, combining voice and movement, help children to develop a good sense of 

pulse and rhythm. Songs are carefully selected to have a limited number of pitches within a 

comfortable vocal range for this age group, with much repetition of note patterns, helping to 

build confidence in pitching accurately. Whole body movements are used initially to express 

high and low pitches, which are then transformed into the Kodaly hand signs to give a visual 

representation of pitch when learning and singing songs. There is an opportunity in every 

session for each child to sing individually, with call-and-response style games (e.g. “Rickety-

tickety bumble bee”, “Starlight starbright”). Every child in the group is now able to match 

pitch, copy rhythmic patterns and sing on their own with confidence in front of their peers, who 
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listen in a supportive manner. The children have also had the opportunity to share some of their 

songs and games in performances to parents and to other children at school during assemblies, 

boosting their self-esteem and confidence. 

Xylophone club; 

A recent addition to our school music programme, for number of year 2 pupils to help increase 

confidence in an area of the curriculum. These children are introduced to learning an instrument 

that has significant cultural impact throughout the world. The xylophone helps children 

concentrate, learning to listen, and then do, to beat a rhythm and discuss pitch and tone. The 

xylophone club also offers children a chance to hear this music being played in different 

cultures, through marimba, folk music, and orchestra. 

 

 

Priorities; 

 To trial recorder sessions in year 2022/2023. 

 Charanga scheme of work and monitor implementation and impact. 

 To re-establish singing for our local community.  

 

 

 

 

 

 


