
Subject story for Religious Education 

 

Intent: 

At Farncombe Infants we aim for children to receive a range of first hand experiences 

to enrich their Religious Education, through whole school themed days, visits to our 

local church and workshops.  We aim for the children to develop a positive attitude 

towards people of different religions and to become aware of their own beliefs and 

values, responding sensitively to their own and others ideas, experiences and feelings.   

We follow the Surrey Agreed Syllabus, in which it states its purpose, that Religious 

Education ‘should also develop in pupils and students an aptitude for dialogue so that 

they can participate positively in our society with its diversity of beliefs. They learn to 

articulate clearly and coherently their personal beliefs, ideas, values and experiences, 

whilst respecting the right of others to differ. Religious education supports pupils and 

students in developing their sense of identity and belonging and enables them to 

flourish individually within their communities and as citizens in a diverse world.’ 

Implementation:  

In Reception, Religious Education is taught through six themes throughout the year, 

building firm foundations for further study in year 1 and 2.   In key stage one, RE is 

taught in half termly units.  Lessons are planned and delivered in a variety of ways 

ensuring that all children can access and participate in lessons.  Interactive, practical 

activities encourage the children to discuss their ideas and extend their understanding 

of difficult concepts and challenging questions. Three themed days are planned and 

take place once a term.  ‘Values Day’ in the Autumn, ‘Easter Pause Day’ in the Spring and 

‘Bibles Story Day’ in the Summer term.  Whole school daily worship takes place along 

with celebration assemblies on Fridays. Birthdays, individual and class achievements are 

recognised.   Recently, children of Swedish heritage were celebrated in assembly, 

promoting diversity within our school.  

What it looks like in the classroom.  

If you were to walk into an RE lesson at Farncombe Infants, you would expect to see… 

- Children being respectful of each other and religious objects 

- Children using specific religious vocabulary 

- Engaged learners participating in meaningful discussion in a safe 

and secure environment that respects and values all beliefs and viewpoints 

- Children working collaboratively to deepen their understanding through 

conversation, questioning, games, role-play and art 

 



Pupil Voice: 

Year R: ‘I know a different story about a whale, The Snail and the Whale’  

Year 1: ‘Maybe Jonah was sad? I think he was sorry’ 

Year 2: ‘I think Jonah was sorry that he ran away, but annoyed that he was stuck inside 

the whale.  But he was forgiven.’  

Staff Voice:  

‘The children really loved having a real Rabbi zoom into our Year Two RE lesson.  He 

answered lots of questions, and obviously got the children thinking carefully.  It 

brought our learning about Shabbat to life and made it more authentic; we all learned a 

lot from him.’  

2021-2022 Successes: 

The introduction of ‘values day’ in the Autumn term, introduced our school values to the 

new reception children and established them throughout the school, demonstrating how 

central they are to school life and in everything that we do.   

All year one children were able to once again visit St John’s Church as part of the unit 

‘Why is Church important to Christians?’ after a two-year gap due to the pandemic.  It 

was invaluable to have the children enthusiastically and respectfully exploring the 

church once again and asking thoughtful questions.  

For the first time this year, we had a virtual Shabbat workshop led by a Rabbi, to 

further support our year 2 Judaism units in the Spring term.  

 

Next Steps:  

The priorities this year are to attend courses on the revised Surrey RE Syllabus and 

prepare changes to the units that we teach for 2022/ 2023.  

Bianca O’Neill, RE Subject Leader, June 2022 
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