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   St John’s Spring Fair, Saturday 7th May: Year 2    

Thank you to the Year 2 families who are supporting the country dancing at St John’s Fair 

next Saturday. School uniform (summer dresses and short and polo shirts) should be worn for 

this occasion. All school families are encouraged to attend the church fair, which promises to 

be lots of fun.      

Spring Dates  

May  

7th St John’s Spring Fair, Y2 dancing  

11th Year 1 Multi-sports** 

13th Edwardian Day – Special Mufti, all years**  

14th Messy Church, 3pm  at St John’s 

14th Friends Big Sleepover Event 

27th Bible Stories Day (no action for parents) 

30th Half Term Break 

June 

10th Happy and Glorious Day (mufti) 

27th Y2 Roald Dahl Book Week (dress up 1st July) 

28th & 29th Y2 visits to junior schools  

July 

4th YR Jill Murphy Book Week (dress up 8th July) 

9th Summer Fair 

13th Sports Afternoon (PE kit for all please) 

19th Y2 Leavers’ Service  

21st End of Term, 1.45pm    

 Next INSET:  22nd July, 1st September, 31st 

October    

 * = Parents invited to event 

** = More details to follow 

Spring Term Donations 

Thank you to the families who have 

generously donated money. An incredible 

£1000 has been raised. This will be shared 

equally between new books for the library 

and developing the forest schools area.    

Hall Lettings – Birthday Parties   

Our school hall is now available for parties on 

Saturday afternoons, at £15 per hour. Please 

speak to the office if you would like the hire 

the hall for a party or special event.  

School Assessments  

Our Year 2 children have begun to recap and 

revise the content of their curriculum this 

year and to produce pieces of writing for 

their end of key stage one assessments. In 

the past these assessment were sometimes 

referred to as SATs. Things have changed 

and although the children will complete some 

test booklets, these are only to support the 

judgements made by their teachers. There 

will be no pressure put on children; in recent 

years the children have actually enjoyed 

completing the booklets. To best support 

your child at home, please continue to read 

together and discuss the story. Please also 

complete any homework and ensure your child 

has healthy dinners and reasonably early 

bedtimes. Thank you.  

Curriculum Development: Edwardians   

Our History unit this half term is 

Edwardians. As parents will be aware, 

Farncombe School was built in the Edwardian 

era, and many of our families live in 

Edwardian houses. The staff and I consider 

it important for children to know and 

appreciate the history of their school. To 

help them understand what our school was 

like in Edwardian times, we will be pretending 

to return to 1905 on Friday 13th May. Actors 

from Openbox Theatre Group will lead us 

through an Edwardian day. Please help your 

child to dress up like a child from this era. 

White collarless shirts, waistcoats, flat caps, 

pinafores and long dresses are good starting 

points. Staff will be dressing up too!   

 

 Classes from September 2022 

As parents will be aware, Willow Class was created on a temporary basis to help Farncombe deal with the covid-19 pandemic. It meant that we 

could teach in the government required year group bubbles. Willow also meant that as we taught our Recovery Curriculum through 2020 and 2021, 

children could be in smaller classes as they moved past the shock to their education caused by lockdowns. Everyone in school is very pleased with 

how well our current children are achieving. They have been well supported at school and at home. 

As we move from six classes to five in September, it is helpful to have a slightly smaller cohort moving into the new Reception. (Numbers are low 

across all schools in Waverley and Guildford.) This change for us means that most of Sycamore can transfer to Beech for Year 1 (not Oak, as 

originally planned). Current Beech will move to Oak, joined by a small group from current Sycamore. 

All current YR children will be taught the full Year 1 curriculum from September, using the same resources and planning in Beech and Oak Classes. 

Both Beech and Oak will cater for Year 1 children of all abilities, using our ‘individuality’ to stretch those who find learning easy and to support 

those who need extra help. Although the current Beech Class is operating as a Reception Class, this will change in September to a majority Year 1 

Class. This system has worked very well here in the past. Timetables and details will be shared later this term.  

For Year 2, current Willow will move to Lime and current Oak to Apple.  

I am proud of all the teachers we have in school and know that there are high standards and expectations in every class.   

Staffing News 

Welcome to Sarah Lessels, our new Home School Link Worker. Like her 

predecessor, Karen Sutton, Sarah will work with around 15-20% of our 

school families. Her case load will come from internal referrals and also 

from parental requests for support. Please contact the school office if 

you would like to talk to Sarah. She will be working at Farncombe on 

Monday afternoons and also at Godalming Juniors to provide excellent 

continuity of care for families as they grow.   

School Vision and Values  

Our focus value this half term is Compassion. The children have heard 

the story of Mother Teresa, with her message of ‘It doesn’t matter if 

you do big or small things in your life, as long as you do them with 

great love.’ What an inspiring quote, that links perfectly to our school 

vision. 

Our Vision into Action and Compassion information are both attached.   
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