
Progression of History Vocabulary by Year Group 

Reception Year 1 Year 2 

General 

vocabulary 

Topic specific 

vocabulary 

General 

vocabulary 

Topic specific 

vocabulary 

General 

vocabulary 

Topic specific 

vocabulary 

first 

next 

then 

now 

before 

after 

same 

similar 

different 

compare 

describe 

question 

answer 

today 

yesterday 

present 

future 

long ago 

day 

week 

year 

old 

new 

memory 

remember 

clue 

non fiction 

fact book 

real 

not real 

 

Who…? 

What…? 

 

 

 

 

My Family 

parent 

child 

grandparent 

aunt 

uncle 

sister 

brother 

cousin 

family 

tree 

related 

home 

 

Toys 

Victorian 

toy 

parts 

moving 

material 

teddy 

soft 

hard 

smooth 

rough 

bumpy 

plastic 

metal 

wood 

fabric 

 

The Queen 

queen 

royal 

prince 

princess 

king 

family 

castle 

palace 

jubilee 

coronation 

month 

year 

decade 

century 

ancient 

modern 

calendar 

timeline 

lifetime 

living memory 

invention 

because 

important 

artefact 

source 

true 

false 

Venn diagram 

 

When…? 

Where…? 

Florence 

Nightingale 

Florence 

Nightingale 

Lady with the 

Lamp 

Mary Seacole 

Victorian 

Nurse 

doctor 

famous 

hospital 

disease 

medicines 

bandages 

conditions 

overcrowded 

Crimea 

war 

lamp 

Scutari 

red cross 

medal 

injured 

wounded 

treatment 

 

Transport 

Wright brothers 

United States 

vehicles 

inventions 

tracks 

station 

platform 

train  

railway 

car 

plane 

rocket 

flight 

combustion 

engine 

chronological 

order 

significant 

investigate 

research 

historian 

impact 

evidence 

prove 

label 

explain 

 

Why…? 

How…? 

 

The 

Edwardians 

Victorians 

King Edward 

VII 

boys school 

Jack Phillips 

Titanic 

ship 

iceberg 

Olympics 

Suffragette 

The Pankhursts 

 

Great Fire of 

London 

Thomas Farriner 

Baker 

Pudding Lane 

1666 

Samuel Pepys 

diary 

Monument 

River Thames 

Lord Mayor 

Fireman 

King Charles II 

 

Explorers Then 

and Now 

space race 

race to the South 

Pole 

Antarctica 

expedition 

exploration 

discovery 

inventions 

sleigh 

husky dogs 

rocket 

lunar lander 

Apollo 11 



Reception Year 1 Year 2 

General 

vocabulary 

Topic specific 

vocabulary 

General 

vocabulary 

Topic specific 

vocabulary 

General 

vocabulary 

Topic specific 

vocabulary 

   aerodynamic 

steam power 

Isambard 

Kingdom Brunel 

Great Western 

Railway 

 

Holidays in the 

Past 

Victorian 

Edwardian 

beach 

seaside 

Punch and Judy 

Blackpool 

clothing 

bathing costume 

bathing 

machines 

expectations 

ice cream 

sandcastles 

pier 

hotel 

 

 

 Vostok 1 

Robert Falcon 

Scott 

Roald 

Amundsen 

Neil Armstrong 

Tim Peake 

Yuri Gagarin 

James 

Oglethorpe 

Francis Drake 

Walter Raleigh 

Captain Cook 

 

Vocabulary is cumulative. Please refer to general vocabulary from the previous 

year when relevant and from the next year group for greater depth. 


