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Happy New Year  

Welcome to 2020 and Happy New Year to all our school families. Our policies and staffing 

remain the same this term, with new topics, focus values and events organised. If your child is 

in Year 2 or a pre-schooler ready to begin YR in September, please remember to complete an 

application for their new school place, before the deadline of 15th January. 

Early Spring Dates  

January 

6th Term begins  

17th OpenBox Theatre visiting 

24th Movie Night, 3-4pm** 

 

February 

7th Disco, YR2.15-2.45; Y1&2 3-3.45pm**   

12th Lime Class Assembly, 9.05am 

14th INSET: First Aid Update 

17th – 21st Half Term Break  

28th Year 1 Julia Donaldson Day (costumes)**  

INSET 2020-2021:  4th September, 4th 

November, 14th February, 22nd May, 22nd July 

 

* = Parents invited to event 

** = More details to follow 

 

 

Focus Value: Endurance 

We have discussed this in school as ‘not giving 

up’. Please talk at home about your 

experiences of enduring challenges and how 

you eventually prevailed. You might also want 

to discuss new year resolutions and goals for 

2020. Optional reading is attached.  

Focus Board Game: Connect 4  

Five sets of this game will be available from 

next week in school (one for each class). 

Please read the attached information and 

either buy or borrow the game.  Games can be 

borrowed for up to a week and should then be 

returned for others to use.   

 Whole School Topic: Fires and Bakeries  

Our new topic will be officially launched on Friday 17th January when OpenBox Theatre will be 

leading a series of drama workshops to help children understand the causes of and effect of 

the Great Fire of London. As part of this topic, children will be learning in general about fire 

and will all experience a small, extremely controlled fire in the garden. We have already talked 

about termly fire drills and the recent devastating forest fires in Australia. We have discussed 

fire as a tool (much like a hammer or the internet) which is helpful and wonderful when used 

correctly but can be a problem when out of control.  

Children will also be baking as part of this topic and younger pupils will enjoy bakery role play. 

If your family enjoy days out in London, you may like to visit The Monument. When this topic 

was last taught in 2017, several families climbed up the 311 steps and brought in photographs to 

share with their class. www.themonument.org.uk 

Reporting to Parents  

Evaluating and improving how and when information is shared with parents is part of this year’s School Development Plan. A major change for this 

year is producing reports for YR children a term earlier than usual. This year’s annual reports for YR children will be distributed to parents in March. 

The aim is to provide timely information on each child’s progress towards the Early Learning Goals, allowing parents to support in specific areas at 

home before the children are formally assessed in June. 

For Year 1 and 2 children there will be a series of ‘invitation only’ appointments with each teacher on 10th March. Parents will be invited into school 

if their child’s teacher has a particular question or concern to discuss. All Year 1 and 2 parents are then invited to attend a ‘drop in’ consultation on 

26th March. Interim reports will not be published in March 2020, but parents who wish to know their child’s current Writing and Maths attainment 

(1.1-1.7 in Year 1 and 2.1-2.7 in Year 2) are welcome to visit their child’s teacher on 26th to hear these results.  Annual reports for Year 1 and 2 

children will be distributed as usual in July.  

All teachers are available for short conversations at the start or end of the school day. I am available in the playground or upper hall at least three 

mornings a week.  

Volunteering Opportunity: School Library  

Pupils at Farncombe are very fortunate in that we have a fully furnished library in school, with a weekly opportunity for children to borrow books. 

This provides them with a far wider reading experience than they would get from just their ‘reading book’. Children are actively encouraged to 

choose a variety of books, with the Science and Geography books being particularly popular. Apple children do so independently, Sycamore with a 

member of staff (for extra guidance) and Beech, Oak and Lime with the support of our volunteer librarian.  

Our library can only be used to its full extent thanks to our longstanding, voluntary librarian, Sylvia Hunt. Sylvia is the grandmother of an ex-pupil 

and has been running our library for several years. Until Christmas, Lorna Day (an ex-parent) volunteered alongside Sylvia. However, as Lorna’s 

children are now junior school age she is no longer able to help. Sylvia will continue most Mondays, but really needs another volunteer. 

If you would like to try volunteering in school and to help run the library on Monday afternoons, please contact the school office. It is a super way to 

meet the children and to share a love of reading!    
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