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4th October 2019 

Harvest Service 

Many thanks to all parents for donating produce for our Harvest Service on Wednesday. The 

children performed, sang and listened beautifully. All donations have been received by 

Godalming Food Bank. Do come along to St John’s if you can on Sunday, to see 12 of our Year 2s 

sing and celebrate Harvest with the local community.     

Autumn Dates  

October 

14th or 15th Y1 Maths Workshop, 2.15* ** 

16th Y2 Multi-skills Festival, 1-2.45pm** 

23rd YR Refresher Meeting, 9am* 

23rd Y2 Dance Festival, all day**  

28th Half Term Break 

 

November 

4th INSET – Talk for Writing 

7th YR Windsor Castle visit** 

8th Y1 Windsor Castle visit** 

12th Y2 Windsor Castle visit** 

12th YR Reading Seminar* **  

14th or 18th Parent-Teacher Meetings* ** 

 

December  

12th Christmas Productions* ** 

18th Pied Piper Theatre Visit** 

INSET 2020-2021:  4th September, 4th 

November, 14th February, 22nd May, 22nd July 

* = Parents invited to event 

** = More details to follow 

  

School Development Plan 2019-2020 

Attached to this email are the individual action plans for this year’s school development plan 

(SDP) which was officially approved by the board of governors last week. Please do take a look. 

The plans have been uploaded to our school website; follow the link from Our Curriculum. 

As a summary this year our four main priorities are as follows: 

1. Develop ‘Talk for Writing’ to enhance and enliven our writing curriculum  

2. Increase and improve communication with parents 

3. Enhance the Christian ethos of the school  

4. Begin to create forest school area 

More information about all of these plans will be provided throughout the year. A crucial start 

is our YR refresher meeting on October 23rd. This meeting has never been provided before and 

is aimed at improving parents’ understanding of school routines, expectations and how to 

support at home. 

Donation 

A huge thank you to Nikki Lynch (Lewis-Apple and Max-Beech) for a substantial donation to 

school funds this week. Nikki has asked that her donation be put towards the new forest school 

area. Donations from parents are always welcome, although there is obviously no obligation. 

 Year 1 Maths Workshops, 14th or 15th October  

All Year 1 parents are invited to one of two Maths workshops later this month. Year 1 is the 

beginning of the national curriculum and marks a change in the way maths is taught at school. It 

is important that parents are familiar with the resources and strategies used, to better 

support homework and general mathematical exploration. The workshop will be in two parts. 

Initially parents will experience part of a typical lesson introduction. Following this, children will 

come into the hall to rotate around Maths activities with their parents. Year 1 children will be 

writing an invitation soon. There is no need to RSVP, just choose the most convenient session.  

 GET Teaching  

Oak parents will be familiar with Aidan Parkes, 

our new trainee teacher. Excitingly, Aidan is part 

of the first cohort of students being trained 

directly by the Godalming Learning Partnership. 

Applications are now open for 2020-2021 

students on www.getteaching.org.       

Supporting Charities  

We have a strong tradition of charitable donations at Farncombe, but it has not always been 

made explicit how and when this is planned into the school year. Look out this year for more 

information on this important aspect of school life with termly updates. This month, children 

have donated to the Godalming Food Bank (via Harvest). Next month, there will be a poppy 

event for Remembrance Day with children invited to donate money. Poppy themed art work will 

be created and displayed in school.  
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