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Owls – Use it or Lose it! 

Many parents will be aware of our lovely after school club, Owls. A poster is attached with 

details. From Easter, Owls will increase to £9 per day. This is the first increase since Owls 

begun in 2016 and comes with a guarantee that there will be no further fee increase in 

September. Please book Owls sessions through the school office.  

Early Spring Dates  

January 

24th Movie Night, 3-3,30pm** 

 

February 

7th Disco, YR2.15-2.45; Y1&2 3-3.45pm**   

12th Lime Class Assembly, 9.05am 

14th INSET: First Aid Update 

17th – 21st Half Term Break  

28th Year 1 Julia Donaldson Day (costumes)**  

 

 

INSET 2020:  14th February, 22nd May, 22nd July 

 

* = Parents invited to event 

** = More details to follow 

 

 

Year 1 Julia Donaldson Book Week 

A reminder of this special week for all Year 1 

children. Please read ‘The Snail and the Whale’ 

during February half term. Year 1 children will 

enjoy a themed week based on Julia Donaldson 

books from 24th – 28th February and are 

invited to dress up as a character from any of 

her books on Friday 28th.   

New Forest School Area 

Although the land looks the same as last term, 

lots of exciting developments have been 

occurring behind the scenes. 

Want to help develop this area? Please come 

into school at 2.30pm on 28th February to 

discuss planting and general next steps.  

Academic Performance Data  

Last month, the Year 2 attainment in Reading, Writing and Maths in all schools from Summer 

2019 was collated by the Department for Education. Individual reports (called IDSRs: 

Inspector Data Summary Reports) on each school were then produced. I am very pleased to 

attach our IDSR from 2019 which shows Farncombe performing in the top 20% of schools in all 

three areas. This is a testament to the skilled and experienced teaching team and the excellent 

support they receive from other staff, governors and parents.  

To maintain our high standards, parents are asked to continue reading regularly at home with 

children, to limit screen time to sensible amounts, complete homework, play board games and  

discuss learning with their children. Talking and reading together increases vocabulary, which is 

one of the key indicators of educational success.   

Communication with Parents: Year 1 and 2   

A reminder that there will be a series of ‘invitation only’ appointments 

with each Year 1 and 2 teacher on 10th March. Parents will be invited 

into school if their child’s teacher has a particular question or concern to 

discuss. All Year 1 and 2 parents are then invited to attend a ‘drop in’ 

consultation on 26th March. Interim reports will not be published in 

March 2020, but parents who wish to know their child’s current Writing 

and Maths attainment (1.1-1.7 in Year 1 and 2.1-2.7 in Year 2) are 

welcome to visit their child’s teacher on 26th to hear these results.  

Annual reports for Year 1 and 2 children will be distributed as usual in 

July. All teachers are available for short conversations at the start or 

end of the school day. I am available in the playground or upper hall at 

least three mornings a week. 

School Library  

Many thanks to Emma Wood (Chloe – Apple and Emily – Sycamore) and 

Lisa Finch (Mimi – Oak) who have stepped forward to 

run our school library, along with our other volunteer librarian, Sylvia. 

Pupils at Farncombe are very fortunate in that we have a fully furnished 

library in school, with a weekly opportunity for children to borrow books. 

This provides them with a far wider reading experience than they would 

get from just their ‘reading book’. Children are actively encouraged to 

choose a variety of books, with the Science and Geography books being 

particularly popular. Surely these weekly library sessions, promoting a 

love of reading have contributed towards the excellent results above.   

 

Teaching Assistant Vacancy 

We currently have a vacancy for a teaching assistant to join our fabulous staff team. The vacancy is for one full day (Thursday, in Beech Class, 

which includes lunch duty) and one half day (Wednesday afternoon, running Puzzles Club with Lucy Birch). No experience is necessary, as personal 

qualities such as enthusiasm, patience and kindness are far more important. If you would like to apply for this position, please contact the school 

office for an application form. The closing date for applications is Monday 10th February at 9am. Interviews will take place on Wednesday 12th 

February.  

If you have a degree, becoming a TA for a few years is an ideal way into teaching. Several of this year’s teacher trainees in the Godalming  Learning 

Partnership are ex-TAs from local schools.  Working as a TA is also a wonderful way to gain a better insight into your child’s education. 

Farncombe Infant School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and expected all members of staff to share this 

commitment. Successful applicants will need to undergo a DBS check and agree to our code of conduct.  
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