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Mobile Farm ‘Wow Factor’ 

Many thanks to our Friends Association who funded yesterday’s fantastic farm visit. Reception 

children enjoyed petting the animals and learning about their produce while older pupils were able 

to find out more about farm procedures and good quality care for animals.   

Autumn Dates  

October 
 2nd Harvest Service, 9am* ** 

14th or 15th Y1 Maths Workshop, 2.15* ** 

16th Y2 Multi-skills Festival, 1-2.45pm** 

23rd YR Refresher Meeting, 9am* 

23rd Y2 Dance Festival, all day**  

28th Half Term Break 

November 
4th INSET – Talk for Writing 

7th YR Windsor Castle visit** 

8th Y1 Windsor Castle visit** 

12th Y2 Windsor Castle visit** 

12th YR Reading Seminar* **  

14th or 18th Parent-Teacher Meetings* ** 

December  
12th Christmas Productions* ** 

18th Pied Piper Theatre Visit** 

INSET 2020-2021:  4th September, 4th 
November, 14th February, 22nd May, 22nd July 
* = Parents invited to event 

** = More details to follow 

Whole School Harvest Celebrations  

Next Wednesday (2nd October) is our annual Harvest Service at St John’s Church. Please note that 

all children should meet us at the church (not school) at 8.55 on 2nd. Year 2 pupils will present 

a poem and all children will sing two Harvest songs. James Rattue will lead a short message. All 

pupils are asked to bring one item of dried or tinned food which will be donated to Godalming Food 

Bank. Parents are invited to stay in church and watch the Harvest service which is a lovely 

introduction to our annual programme of church events. 

 

Harvest at St John’s Church, 6th October – Information for Year 2 

In addition to our own Harvest Service, all Year 2 pupils are invited to sing at St John’s Church in 

their own Harvest Celebrations. Special rehearsals will take place in school, ready for our 

performance. If your Year 2 child would like to take part in this special singing, please give 

their name to the school office by Tuesday 1st October. Children will sing in the 10am service, 

which will be finished by around 11am. They should wear their school uniform (including jumper) and 

sit with their family. I hope lots of our new Year 2s will join me for this lovely occasion. 

 

Safety Procedures 

Please read the letter attached to this newsletter regarding important safety procedures in and 

around school. The end of the day in particular can be difficult to manage if there are any 

ambiguities with collection. Staff need to be 100% clear on where children are expected to go and 

the children themselves often worry if they are unsure about their afternoon destination. A secure 

child is a happy child!  Thank you. 

Storytime 

Parents may have heard the term ‘cultural capital’ 

which is one of the latest buzz words in 

education. There are many experiences we 

provide at Farncombe which could be considered 

to support this. One is our weekly storytime (YR 

at 2.30 on Wednesday; Y1&2 at 12.10 on Fridays) 

which consists of listening to classical music and 

children’s literature. I hope your child relaxes and 

enjoys this time.  

Secret Storyteller 

All parents are invited to sign up for a secret storyteller session in their child’s class. This is an 

ideal opportunity for parents who work long hours and are not usually able to help out during the 

school day, to visit once this year and surprise their child. As suggested by the name, each teacher 

will tell the class that there will be a ‘secret storyteller’ visiting at around 2.40-2.45pm. Parents 

are then invited to read a picture book to the class, providing the children with the valuable 

experience of enjoying a book and listening to a different style of reading or questioning. It also 

provides parents with a glimpse into school life. Please sign up with the school office if you would 

like to be a ‘secret storyteller’.  

Birthday Celebrations  

When pupils turn 5, 6 or 7 years old, parents often want to share the celebrations with school. It is a fun experience for pupils to help distribute 

stickers or cakes to their classmates. Alternatively, pupils can donate a book to the library, as happened today in YR.  Of course, there is no 

requirement to bring anything in at all. Birthdays are marked in school each Friday in our ‘Celebration Assembly’ with a sticker, instrument playing, 

description of a gift and applause.  

As healthy eating and wellbeing have become more prominent in recent years, our response to birthday treats is changing. From next week onwards, 

staff will no longer assist with distributing cakes. Parents will still be welcome to bring 30 cakes or biscuits in, but will need to distribute these with 

their child just outside the classroom door. I am hoping that this will make it easier for parents to decide how and when they would like their child to 

enjoy the birthday treat (for example, waiting until after dinner or breaking it in half to share with a sibling).     
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