
Farncombe  

Church of England 

Infant School 

Farncombe Church of England Infant School… 

…Where children achieve through Inspiration, Imagination and Individuality. 

 

Newsletter 6 
 

2nd November 2018 

 Alice Holt Visits 

Many thanks to all the staff and parent helpers who made our Alice Holt visits so 

successful. The children thoroughly enjoyed the trips, which formed the perfect 

introduction to our new whole school topic: Parks and Playgrounds. I was delighted to 

hear several reports of very good behaviour from all year groups.     

Autumn and Winter Dates  

 
November  
6th Parent-Teacher Meetings 

6th, 7th, 8th Poppy Installations 

9th YR Disco 2.15, Y1&2 Disco 3 – 3.45pm 

12th Phil The Bag Collection 

17th Friends Quiz Night 

19th YR Reading Seminar, 9am & 2.30* ** 

29th Last Swimming 

 

December 
1st Friends Christmas Fair 

5th Pied Piper Theatre Visiting 

8th Godalming Christmas Procession 

10th,11th,12th Christmas Shopping Event** 

12th Christmas Productions* ** 

14th Christmas Movie Night, 3-4pm** 

18th FC Visiting children in classes 

19th End of Term, 1.45pm 

 

INSET Days 2018-19: 3rd  January, 25th 
February, 24th July 
* = Parents invited to event  

** = More details to follow  

WW1 Centenary 

Next week the children will be involved in creating a large poppy collage, formed by 

tying red fabric onto a poppy template. All children are asked to bring in a donation, 

which will be passed on to The Royal British Legion. Any amount of money is acceptable 

for this. Money should be brought into school in your child’s reusable plastic envelope. 

Reception will be adding their fabric on Tuesday; Year 1 on Wednesday and Year 2 on 

Thursday. The poppy collage will be on display in the playground next Friday.   

Wearable paper poppies will also be available next week, for a second donation. To 

avoid confusion between the two, if your child would like to purchase a paper poppy 

from school, please send in money on a day which is not their allocated collage day.  

We will be talking about this event in a gentle and sensitive way in assembly.  

Friends Events 

The next events are the discos, to be 

held next Friday (9th). Thank you to The 

Friends for organising these, which are 

always lively, fun events. All Friends 

Events like these are run like birthday 

parties, with fellow parents leading the 

children. Although the school premises 

are used, the format and organisation is 

far more like a birthday treat than a 

lesson. As such, the more parent helpers 

the better, so please do volunteer to 

help via your class rep. 

Reception Reading Seminars 

All Reception parents are invited into 

school to discuss reading at home and the 

best ways in which to help your child. Both 

seminars will take place on 19th November, 

with the choice of 9am or 2.30pm. The 

seminars will be around 20 minutes long 

and will include a demonstration from Year 

1 pupils, an explanation of phonics and 

advice for making reading a pleasure 

rather than a battle! 

Please do come ready with questions.   

School Funding 

School funding has been in the news this week and I have been asked about our finances by current and prospective parents. We 

have also discussed our finances at governor meetings. Farncombe School is in a very positive place in terms of our finances for 

several reasons:  

1. We are a full school and part of school funding comes ‘attached’ to a child. A teacher in a class of 24 may cost the same as a 

teacher with a class of 30, but the funds coming into school for supplies will be less. Thank you to local parents for choosing our 

school and to our teachers for the high standards of achievement and behaviour attained, which makes our school so popular.  

2. Our hall is rented to community groups most days of the week and this money goes directly into the school ‘pot’. Thank you to 

Ginny Burt and Mario who spend some of their working week managing these lettings. 

3. Our extended childcare (Earlybirds and Owls) is managed and staffed in-house, rather than through an external company. This 

means that any profit made, once staffing and resources costs are covered, comes into the school ‘pot’. Thank you to the TAs who 

work these hours. 

4. Our PTA, The Friends, is a successful organisation, raising money to fund our ‘wow factors’ and so on, meaning that our 

curriculum can be enhanced in all kinds of ways. Thank you to all volunteers and committee members! 

Thanks to these four factors, we are an extremely well resourced and well-staffed school, with general TAs in each class in 

addition to any needed for 1:1 SEND support. However, without making too much of a political point, the money we receive each 

year from Surrey County Council is not sufficient to run the school in the way it currently operates. We are, at present, operating 

our own local income streams and tapping into our savings. 

I hope this insight into our funding is interesting and useful. 
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