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 Welcome! 

A huge welcome to all our school families – old and new. The children in Year 1 and 2 all 

seem to have grown up so much over the holidays and have settled in very well to their 

new classes. Staff in all classes have commented on the children’s good behaviour and 

focus. What a great start!  

Autumn Dates  

September 
25th Year 1 Welcome Meeting, 9am* 

25th Apple Welcome Meeting, 2.30* 

26th Harvest Service, 9am*  **  

27th Beech YR Welcome Meeting, 9am* 

27th Sycamore Welcome Meeting, 2.30* 

28th Lime Y2 Welcome Meeting, 9am*  

October 
15th or 16th Y1 Maths Workshop* 

21st – 26th Half Term Break 

INSET Days 2018-19: 29th October, 3rd  
January, 25th February, 24th July 
* = Parents invited to event  

** = More details to follow 

Earlybirds 

A reminder of our early morning club 

which takes place in the school hall each 

morning from 8am. Earlybirds costs £4 

per day and is open to all year groups on 

a ‘drop in’ basis (no need to book in 

advance). Payment can be taken in cash 

when a child is dropped off, at the 

office or online via parentmail. Teaching 

assistants from Sycamore, Oak, Lime 

and Apple Classes run Earlybirds, so 

there is always a familiar face to help 

children settle into the school day.   

Owls 

At the other end of the school day, we 

offer Owls, which costs £8 per day and 

runs in the canteen until 4.30. This is a 

very popular service, with most places 

booked a good deal in advance. For regular 

users of Owls, please note that this year 

the office are requesting payment at the 

start of the week (or earlier) for Owls 

sessions. Any refunds will be issued at the 

end of the term. If you would like to book a 

pattern of days for Owls, or an individual 

session, please speak to the school office.     

 Welcome Meetings  

 All parents are encouraged to 

attend welcome meetings which 

will take place later this month 

(dates above). The welcome 

meetings are an opportunity for 

parents to find out about the 

curriculum and routines in their 

child’s class. There will be a 

demonstration of our school 

handwriting formation and a 

chance to ask your child’s new 

teacher questions about their 

class.   

Site Access   

8am – 8.55: Enter through the blue playground gate for Earlybirds or drop off at class. Lime 

parents are encouraged to enter through the main hall, while Beech and Oak should enter 

through the George Road door. Strollers/prams are welcome in the main building for those 

with children in Oak, Beech or Lime – please park them by the computers.  

12.00 – 12.10 next week and 13.15 – 13.30 the following week: Playground gate open for YR 

parents to collect children.  

14.50: Playground gate open for parents to collect children. 

15.20: Playground gate locked.  

Access to Owls or after school clubs (from 15.20 – 16.30): Through wide wooden gate by 

George Road. 

Children collected at 14.55 (usual hometime) are welcome to stay and play until 15.15 under the 

supervision of their parents. This is on the understanding that balls may not be used, scooters 

may not be ridden and food/drink may not be taken onto the artificial grass. Parents are 

responsible for their children after school.  

Focus Value: Hope  

Each half term we focus on a key Christian value. 

This is to promote the children’s social, spiritual, 

emotional and personal development. During this 

first half term of the year, we are focusing on 

‘New Beginnings’ and the hopes we have for this 

new school year. We will be talking about personal 

hopes for the future as well as more general hopes 

for the world. Optional reading material for 

parents is attached.    

Whole School Topic: My Family  

Each half term we also have a whole school topic, either History or 

Geography. The first topic of the year is always a simple, accessible one to 

engage children using their own experiences. Each topic has an accompanying 

‘wow factor’ to inspire children and bring the curriculum to life.  

As part of the ‘My Family’ topic, all children will be inviting their 

grandparents to a tea party. The children will bake goodies for the tea and 

will sing a song. Grandparents are invited to bring in a game to play with 

their grandchild, ideally one from their own childhood. Simple board games 

or card games work well. If no grandparent is available for this, other family 

members are welcome in their place. Dates will be issued next week for the 

tea parties which will all be in October at 2.15pm.     
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