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Welcome! We hope this brochure tells you everything you need to know 

about our school. Farncombe School is a wonderful place with happy children, 

supportive  parents and caring teachers. We are proud of our high       

standards of achievement and excellent behaviour which spring from our 

mission statement:  
 

Inspiration Imagination Individuality 

 

  



School Aims 

We aim to:  

Provide a happy and secure environment where 

our children may develop self esteem,            

confidence, independence and an understanding 

of others, through moral and spiritual values 

based on Christian principles. 

Encourage our children to be self-disciplined, 

truthful, self-reliant and caring members of 

our school family. 

Provide a broad and balanced curriculum so 

that each child may attain their potential. 

Provide a stimulating environment with        

structured first hand experiences and a range 

of teaching and learning approaches to en-

hance  motivation and enable each child to de-

velop a positive attitude to learning. 
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‘I’m very happy with the progress my 

daughter has made. She’s grown so 

much in confidence.  

Parent Questionnaire 2017   

 
Our Curriculum 

We follow the national curriculum for Year 1 and 2 and the early 

years foundation stage for Reception. Every part of our curriculum 

is underpinned by our mission statement. Each half term contains a 

wow factor linked to our whole school topics. These provide events 

for the children to look forward to and    contribute towards their 

enjoyment of learning.   

Our curriculum is also built on knowledge of the local area. Our 

school is an Edwardian building, so we teach Edwardians as a       

history unit. All our pupils live near the River Wey and Broadwater 

lake, so swimming is taught in all year groups.  



Our teachers make learning interesting and fun. 



Our imaginative curriculum encourages us to try our best.  
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 Standards 

‘There’s a real sense of cohesion among 

the staff and a  great understanding of 

each and every child.’ 

Parent Questionnaire 2017  

 
We are a high achieving school.  In 2017  94%  of our 

seven year olds (Year 2s) reached the expected level 

in Reading, compared to  74% nationally.  69% of our 

Year 2s achieved the higher standard in Reading, com-

pared to just 23% nationally. We stretch our children.  

Our Writing results are also impressive. This year, 

92% of our Year 2s also reached the expected level in 

writing, compared to 65% nationally.  

In Maths, 83% of our Year 2s  reached the expected 

standard, compared to 73% nationally.   

Our Year 1 children scored very highly in the 2015 

phonic screening test (the only national test for Year 

1) with 90% reaching the expected level, compared to 

81% nationally. 

 

Our pupils are very well prepared 

for junior school, with cursive 

(joined) writing taught through the 

school. Weekly spelling tests and 

Maths homework each Friday also 

help children to attain well.  

We also teach the children to cook 

well and have high standards in our 

singing and creative arts.    



 

 

 

‘There’s a strong academic focus 

and learning is tailored to small 

groups of children of similar ability 

so that they can progress at a pace 

that’s right for them.  ’ 

Parent Questionnaire 2017 

‘If I’m stuck my teacher 

helps me a little bit until I  

get the hang of it.’ 

Year 1 Questionnaire 2017 

Science is taught at an advanced level  

for children in Year 1 and 2.  We provide      

specialist teaching in this subject which 

is unusual in an infant school.  Children 

use our grounds and local area for     

practical work. Each half term there is a 

large scale investigation, with a focus on 

one aspect of experiments such as    

planning, predictions, collecting results 

or accurate measuring.  

In their leavers’ questionnaires,    

almost all our Year 2s awarded 

themselves 10 out of 10 for their 

learning and behaviour! Staff work 

extremely hard to foster good self 

confidence and esteem in our pupils, 

as well as a love of learning. 
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 Community Links  

As a Church of England School we have close links with St John’s Church  

in Farncombe. James Rattue, vicar at St John’s leads assemblies once a 

fortnight and is one of our governors. We visit St John’s Church at least 

once a term. Our caring ethos and use of biblical stories and values       

enhances the education we provide.  

Parents are encouraged to play an active part in the life of Farncombe 

School. Every day we welcome parent volunteers to help with reading or 

special events. We have an ‘open door’ policy, meaning that parents come 

into the school every morning. Teachers are available every afternoon to 

discuss learning. Termly interim reports keep parents up to date on     

progress and achievement.   

We sing at St John’s every 

Mothering Sunday and at 

their Harvest Service.  



 

   Facilities 
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Although we are a small school, we are perfectly 

formed and the space we have is used well. Most 

prospective parents are surprised by the size of 

our playground and the existence of our separate 

canteen building which provides useful learning  

areas for small groups.  

Beyond the canteen is our ‘secret garden’, used 

by classes each playtime and for science lessons.  

Each class has their own bed in the garden for 

growing fruit, vegetables and herbs.   

There is also an area of artificial grass containing 

climbing equipment. All children are able to use 

this each morning and lunchtime. 

Our Cookery Area is used on a regular basis by all 

classes. Cookery club (which all children attend for 

one half term of the year) cook there each  

Wednesday, teaching children to make sandwiches, 

fruit kebabs, pizza, smoothies and cakes.       

Our classrooms are well resourced with 

technology as well as the best quality     

furniture and equipment for learning, 

providing a top notch environment for each 

child’s first steps in education.   

A careful eye is kept on the school budget, 

allowing funds to be directed well to  

staffing and equipment. This helps us  

maintain our high standards; our teachers 

have all they need to teach well.  



We love to jump, run, climb and crawl with our friends. 
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Well being 



 

Our mission statement of Inspiration, Imagination and          

Individuality allows for us to cater for the unique needs of each 

boy and girl.  Through a ‘stepping stones’ system of classes and 

groups for reading and spelling,  we can provide nurture and        

reassurance or challenge and rigor as needed.   

In Year 1 our children attend either Beech, Oak or Lime Class. 

Beech provides a play based curriculum for the first term and a 

chance for children to reach any Early Learning Goals  not quite 

achieved in Reception.  The full Year 1 curriculum is also taught 

through daily visits to Oak Class. Oak and Lime provide  additional 

academic challenge for the children who have already met all their 

Early Learning Goals and learned some Year 1  content in Reception.  

In Year 2, thirty children attend Apple Class, where they readily 

complete Year 2 content and work towards some Year 3 objectives. 

Twenty children are taught Year 2 content in Lime Class, providing 

an opportunity for them to  catch up with any content not fully       

understood in Year 1.  

Through utilising our class structure in these ways, all children can 

have their individual needs met.  It is a slightly complicated but  

innovative and successful system.     

A buddy system for weekly clubs, continuity in staffing and our 

caring ethos mean that  children find it easy to help one another 

and  develop good confidence and attitudes for the future.  

‘Pupils behave well and feel safe. They are     

sociable and articulate and develop a love of 

learning. ‘ OfSTED 2012 

’There is a delightful atmosphere at       

playtimes as  pupils of different ages play       

together, sensibly sharing resources.’  

OfSTED 2012 



Year 2 pupils are taught road safety and cycling skills.  



Farncombe Church of England Infant School 

Grays Road 

Farncombe 

Surrey 

GU7 3LT 

01483 424933 

www.farncombe.surrey.sch.uk 

info@farncombe.surrey.sch.uk 

‘A wonderful small and caring 

school with superb teaching and 

calm leadership.’ 

Parent Questionnaire 2017 


