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 Year 1 Maths Workshops  

Many thanks to the 43 families who attended the maths workshops this week. I hope your 

children will benefit from your increased knowledge of the Key Stage One maths 

curriculum. Well done to Timothy Johnson, Sam Abilama, Yamini Thaker-Wilson and Ella 

Leggett for being such helpful and confident ‘Year 2 Demonstrators’. 

Autumn Dates  

October 
24th – 28th Half Term Break 

31st INSET Day  

 

November 
1st & 10th Parent-teacher meetings  

15th Skipping Workshop* (all classes)  

4th, 7th & 8th Windsor Castle Visits 

  

December 
1st Last Apple Swimming 

3rd Christmas Fair 

7th Pied Piper Theatre Visit 

13th Christmas Production, 5pm 

14th Christmas Production, 9am 

21st End of Term, 1.45pm   

 

INSET Days 2016-17: 31st October, 

3rd January, 10th February, 18th April  

 

*The skipping workshop will be funded 

through our PE grant. Skipping ropes 

will be available to purchase in the 

playground at 3pm on 15th.  

 INSET 31st October 

On this day Farncombe staff will be joining colleagues from schools across Godalming to 

focus on ‘high level teaching and learning’. This will include guidance on promoting ‘greater 

depth’ in Writing, a workshop on Philosophy for Children and an update on Phonics. We will 

also be studying ‘growth mindset’. This is the theory that if pupils believe their abilities 

have the potential to grow and are not ‘fixed’, then they will achieve better. This 

approach links in well to our rules, values and mission statement.   

  Children will return to school on 1st November, when we also welcome back Moira 

Houston to Beech Class, following her maternity leave. Becky Able will continue in the 

class until Christmas, providing stability and continuity for Beech children. Rebecca Flynn 

will also continue on a part-time basis. 

Whole School Topic: Castles  

What an exciting topic we have lined up for next half term! Children will be learning about 

how castles were built, who lived in them and how. A variety of historical sources will be 

available for this learning. The children will also be contrasting castles with their own 

homes. As parents will be aware, all children will be visiting Windsor Castle on 4th, 7th or 

8th November. This is the ‘wow factor’ for our Castles topic. Many thanks to The Friends 

Association for providing a discount on this trip. 

 The half term break next week is an ideal time to visit a castle ahead of the new topic. 

We are all very fortunate to live in this part of the world with such a heritage of 

impressive castles nearby. Guildford Castle grounds are free to visit and are just behind 

the high street in the city. Bodium Castle is a short journey away and the Tower of 

London can be viewed for free from many points along the River Thames. I’d love to hear 

about any other castles (Hever, Corfe, Warwick, Leeds, Arundel…) our school families 

visit during the break.     
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