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 YR Reading Seminars 

 A reminder of reading seminars for YR parents next Thursday (26th). Parents may choose 

to attend at either 2.15 or 3.15 for around 25 minutes. There is no need to book in 

advance. I hope the seminars will be useful; please come prepared with questions or 

success stories to help other school families.  

Autumn Dates  

January 
10th Swimming starts 

26th Reading Workshops for YR 

parents, 2.15 or 3.15pm  

 

February 
1st Drama Workshops -  all classes 

3rd Fire Engine visiting school 

8th Lime Class Assembly, 9.05 

9th Interim Reports to parents  

    

INSET Days 2017:  10th February, 

18th April  

Computing Update 

Following our INSET training and 

subsequent discussions in school, I am 

happy to report to parents that 10 new 

programmable toys have been purchased, 

all visualisers have been replaced (these 

are an invaluable tool for providing 

feedback to children to improve their 

learning) and new cameras have been 

allocated to classes. 

We have also signed up for an extensive 

software package called Purple Mash. 

Teachers and TAs will have training on this 

during our next INSET, then parents will 

be shown how this can be accessed at 

home to support learning. 

Ofsted  

We are still expecting Ofsted. Please 

ensure you have completed their online 

questionnaire for this academic year: 

www.parentmail.gov.uk  

In addition, please do let me know if you 

have any concerns about school. I am always 

happy to receive feedback and ideas for 

improvement – we are not a complacent 

organisation, but are constantly looking to 

‘raise the bar’ and move towards excellence. 

A questionnaire to allow Y1 children to share  

their thoughts on school life will be 

distributed later this half term. A 

questionnaire for parents will follow in April.     

Illness and Behaviour 

It’s been quite a challenging week in school for staff (lots 

of illness) but I am pleased to inform parents that the 

children’s behaviour has been like a ray of sunshine 

through the grey clouds! They have been patient, caring 

and helpful during days of lunches arriving very late and a 

one-armed headteacher. Well done children, your positive 

qualities in the face of some minor adversities are 

commendable.  

I will be visiting the fracture clinic in Guildford today and 

hope to be back to full capacity next week! 

Year 1 Phonics Screening  

Parents may be aware that each June, schools are required to assess 

all Y1 children in phonics. Last year 90% of our Y1s reached the ‘pass’ 

threshold. This success is partly due to the specific teaching and 

practise of individual sounds/phonemes. To enable us to know which 

sounds each child is yet to acquire, additional screening takes place 

each January for 70% of our Y1s (those  reading on blue, green, 

orange, turquoise or purple). If this is your child, please look out for a 

list of sounds in their reading record book to revise at home and 

school. A leaflet for all Y1 parents will be sent home at Easter, to 

enable all children to practise the key techniques for the important 

phonics screening in June.     
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